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REMARKS 

Claims 1-8 and 14-23 remain in this application, and claims 9-13 are 
canceled. Reconsideration of the application is requested. 

The claim amendments above are made after consideration of the 
comments provided by the Examiner at the top of page 2 of the Office Action. All 
of the claims remaining in this application fully comply with the requirements of 
35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. 

Currently amended claim 1 incorporates limitations originally appearing 
in claim 9, which is now canceled. Currently amended claim 19 incorporates 
substantially the same limitations. The rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) based 
on European publication EP 1 030 040 Al is therefore moot. In view of the 
comments provided at the bottom of page 2 of the Office Action, it is respectfully 
submitted that currently amended claims 1 and 19 are patentable. Dependent 
claims 2-8, 14-18, and 20-23 are patentable as well. All claims remaining in this 
application, therefore, are now patentable. 
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This application is now in condition for allowance. Should the Examiner 
have any questions after considering this Reply, the Examiner is invited to 
telephone the undersigned attorney. 



CROWELL & MORING LLP 
Intellectual Property Group 
P.O. Box 14300 
Washington, DC 20044-4300 
Telephone No.: (202) 624-2500 
Facsimile No.: (202)628-8844 
RRD:msy 



Date: August 3, 2004 
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